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LETTERS to the EDITOR
Electronic refunds:
The future is now
Recently, some students have
expressed concern over the University’s new program meant to
speed the delivery of financial
aid and other refunds. Within
the dialogue there have been
many inaccurate facts that I
would like to clear up.
The University of Montana
has traditionally issued refunds
via paper check — a very labor
intensive and costly process
that delayed the delivery of student refunds. The paper check
process has led to numerous
complaints that it takes several
weeks to get a refund and during that time students can’t pay
their rent, can’t buy books, or
can’t buy food. In response to
student demand, the University
issued a Request for Proposal
(RFP) to the banking services
industry to see what kind of
student-oriented bank was out
there that really specialized in financial aid refund distribution.
Upon looking for a better way to
distribute refunds, we had three
goals: 1) deliver refunds to students faster 2) to be responsive to
student needs and 3) cut costs in
the business office. Higher One
helps us accomplish all three.
Most importantly, Higher
One’s services empower our
students with options to have
their refunds distributed in any
way they would like. We do not
require you to open an account
with Higher One. If you already
have a bank account you are free
to use it by choosing to have
your refund deposited into any
bank in the United States at no
cost to the student. If you do not
have an established banking relationship or would like to keep
your refund money separate
from your personal savings, you
are free to open an FDIC insured
checking account with Higher

One or you may elect to receive
your refund by paper check.
Students get to choose the solution that meets their own needs.
Higher One’s OneAccount
was designed to be used for free.
Higher One provides instructions for how to use it this way in
EasyHelp, Higher One’s online
help center for students. Like
with all bank accounts, there are
some fees for extra services a student might want to utilize. These
fees are similar to those you
would find at any bank. You can
find descriptions of each fee and
instructions for how to avoid it
(https://umdebitcard.higheroneaccount.com/info/outfees.jsp)
on the UM Debit Card website. If
you don’t think the OneAccount
is right for you, you are free to
electronically deposit it into another bank account.
Some have asked the question, why not use the Griz Card
for student refunds? The simple
answer is found in federal regulations governing student financial aid which states: “Ensure
that the debit, stored-value or
ATM card, or other device can be
convertible to cash, and can be
widely used, e.g., the institution
may not limit the use of the card
or device to particular vendors.”
The existing Griz Card model
wouldn’t be in compliance with
financial aid regulations because
of this provision.
We understand that this is a
new process and there is a certain
amount of change we are asking
each person to endure. We strongly feel that once this new service
has been fully implemented we
will accomplish our aforementioned goals.
If you would like to learn
more about Higher One please
visit www.higherone.com/higher101.
Mark H. Pullium
Director of Business Services

B G UPS +
BACKHANDS
by Hannah Spry

Backhands to people who walk around campus
in shorts. You may be a college kid now and your
mom can’t tell you what to do, but we will. So
put some goddamn pants on, already. It’s COLD
out.

Speaking of the weather, backhands to Punxsutawney Phil. (Yes, we had to look up that
spelling.) You can say it’s an early spring all you
want, but we know we’re gonna be freezing our
butts off ‘til June.
Big Ups to Conoco for transporting those megaloads from Idaho to Billings. Not because you’re
probably disrupting traffic and wildlife on hundreds of miles of scenic highway, but because
we’re immature and seeing “megaloads” in
headlines is just hilarious.

Tweeting “getting beaten by thugs in Egypt.”
Way to use social media! Too bad we didn’t have
Twitter in elementary school.
Big Ups to the Atlanta Thrashers for having 20
percent of all black players in the NHL on their
team. So that’s, what, three guys?

Backhands go to The University of Montana,
whose finance department sent out emails this
week announcing an open discussion about the
new refund debit cards. “Hire One forum,” the
emails announced to jovial readers. The line at the
unemployment office may be a bit light if people
in search of work catch wind of the forum, because the disappointing reality is that the emails
should read, “Higher One forum,” but UM made
yet another foolish error regarding the matter.

Big Ups to CNN anchor Anderson Cooper for
Cover story by Kate Whittle / Cover photo by Sally Finneran
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CAMPUS

Higher One addresses student concerns
Lily Rabil
Montana Kaimin
Representatives from Higher One explained in Thursday’s
open forum on campus that the
new UM Debit Card is more
than a piece of plastic; it’s a key
to choices, though some students disagree.
In order to know which
choices to make, Higher One
Campus Relations Coordinator Aaron Poach said students
should scroll through the information about the card on www.
umdebitcard.com.
Poach was part of a team
from Higher One that visited
campus earlier in the week. The
team gave two presentations
on the new card and answered
questions from the audience.
Vice President of Relationship
Management Deb Hine said the
low attendance was unfortunate

and she hopes students got the
information they needed about
the card.
“It’s obvious we need more
information out there,” Hallin
said, adding business services
at the University will continue
to try to educate students.
Hine said student grumbles tend to die down after
the first refund cycle. Poach
said when new students come
in they go to older students
with questions and that’s how
the information is spread. He
said word of mouth is one
of the most effective ways of
spreading information about
the new card.
If students have more questions that their peers cannot
answer, they can contact Higher One. Poach said the answers
to some questions are in the online “Frequently Asked Ques-

tions” section, but if students
need additional help, customer
care representatives are a great
resource.
Most customer care agents
work out of the main Higher One
office in New Haven, Conn., but
other agents work from home.
“Really the only difference
between them and the ones actually in New Haven is they’re
sitting in their living room
[versus] sitting in New Haven,”
Poach said.
All agents are monitored the
same way and they all have access to the same network of information. “They have more
access than we have to some
things,” Hine said, adding that
it’s an issue of privacy. “We only
share with the people who need
to have that information.”
See HIGHER ONE, back page
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first

friday
When people focus on staying
motivated and channel their emotions to be positive, energized,
and in tune with a task, it is called
“flow,” a term coined by Hungarian psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi.
This idea of flow is what drives
First Friday artists Cierra Dornfeld and her boyfriend, AJ Auer.
Their exhibit, entitled “Flow,” will
be on display at Zoo Mountain
Natural Care at 345 West Front St.
starting this First Friday.
Dornfeld, who graduated from

MSU Billings last year with a
degree in art, paints at shows or
parties where there are dancers
or music to be inspired by, which
is why some flow artists such as
herself consider themselves “live
artists.” Her work fits into categories such as flow, LED illusion and
performance art. Dornfeld employs many mediums in her art,
including watercolors, fire, LED
lights and ceramics.
“Flow is a psychology. Anything can be flow. It’s a state of
mind,” Dornfeld said. “Live art

by Emerald Gilleran

is a way to really absorb art. You
are in the moment and self-love is
evident.”
Dornfeld’s paintings focus a
lot on active figures, lights and
sounds, like dancers and music.
Auer’s inspiration for his paintings comes more from Buddhism,
geometries and patterns found in
nature. “We manifest sunlight,”
Auer said. “We are all connected
to nature. Flow is the place between making something happen
and it not happening.”
While Auer and Dornfeld use

Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
From left: AJ Auer, Sarah Bender, Shua Ponzone and Cierra Dornfeld sit in Zoo
Mountain Dispensary Wednesday evening. The four along with Mindy Betthell,
who’s art is shown far right, will have works displayed in the Dispensary for First
Friday.

bright colors, one of the show’s
visiting artists, Joshua ‘Shua’ Ponzone, uses fluid black lines and
the dynamic contrast of negative

space. Shua has been doing live
art for 10 years. He said he most
enjoys painting images of faces
See FIRST FRIDAY, page 11

CAMPUS

UM’s Fusion concert requires precision, practice
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
Jazz, classical music and island-flavored steel drumming
are just the tip of the iceberg
when it comes to the genres represented by The University of
Montana Music Department’s
second annual Fusion concert,
held Friday night at the University Theater.
The department hosts a number of concerts throughout the
year, but this particular event is
unique in the fact that the University’s orchestra, two different
bands, four choirs, and 20 other

small ensembles comprised of
both students and faculty will
all perform in a single night. In
two 45 minute sets, to be exact.
“It’s a collage of performances,” said Music Department Director Maxine Ramey. “It’s really fast-paced. No one ensemble
will perform longer than three
minutes.”
James Smart, the director of
the concert, emphasized the aes-

thetic outcome of this structure.
“When one act stops, it’s ideally seamless with the start of
the next piece,” Smart said.
To achieve cohesiveness between the 30-some ensembles
that will be performing during
the concert, a great deal of precision is needed.
“The show is pretty unique
in the number of people and
the amount of staging,” he said.

“There is a lot of movement because there are so many ensembles.”
Despite having spent months
planning and practicing for the
show, the ensembles were not
able to rehearse the entire performance in the University Theater until Thursday night. It’s
expensive to use the space, said
graduate student and performer
Dylan Dwyer. The cost of rent-

ing the theater still restricts the
time that the ensembles can
practice their transitions. Dwyer,
who will be playing saxophone
in two separate ensembles, said
that, because the technical aspect of the Fusion concert is so
difficult, the five-hour rehearsal
time isn’t enough.
“I think we need a lot more
rehearsal time, especially in [the
See FUSION, page 11
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Forester madness descends
Erin Cole
Montana Kaimin

Major Jason Grider has
grown accustomed to hearing
loud noises while working from
his ROTC recruiting office in the
Schreiber Gym, due to the HHP
classes held in the upstairs gym.
But come one week every February, there is, as he put it, “a very
different sort of banging.”
The racket in question comes
from preparations for the 94th
annual Foresters’ Ball, which
takes place this weekend.
Inside the actual gym on
Wednesday afternoon, the noise
was deafening. Against the
croaking of ventilation fans, the
echoes from pounding hammers were interspaced by the
occasional screaming chainsaw.
Yet the noise did little to deter
several black and yellow labs
from prancing around the tarpcovered floor as their owners

photo by Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin

worked at constructing an oldtime logging town.
Shannon Agner perched
above the ruckus on the second floor running track, and
watched as a small army decked
in yellow and orange hard hats
milled below. As the logistics coordinator, Agner is part of a seven-member ball committee that
guides the event to completion.
“I would definitely call it organized chaos,” the junior studying research conservation said of
the process. “It’s exhausting to
get it ready, but it makes you appreciate it that much more.”
An annual tradition at The
University of Montana, except
for a brief hiatus during World
War II, the Foresters’ Ball raises
scholarship money for students
studying at the College of Forestry and Conservation.
Agner said construction is
expected to continue right up

to 8 p.m. on Friday, when revelers, sporting their Paul Bunyanbest, will finally be allowed to
enter. Members of Kappa Kappa
Gamma are ready to oversee the
infamous $2 mock marriages.
Caitlin Parker, the sorority’s
president said that last year the
activity took in around $1,400,
which went to their philanthropic cause, Camp Make-A-Dream.
Another on-site vendor, Mike
Williams, has been taking photographs at the Foresters’ Ball for
five years and said he donates
half of his proceeds to the Foresters’ scholarship fund.
Williams feels the ball, now
alcohol-free, has calmed down
since he attended as a student in
the 80s.
“It’s different,” he said. “We
used to have a full bar on site
and things got really crazy.”
This viewpoint clashes with
the recent opinion that drunken-

ness at the event has gotten out
of hand. The Missoulian reported that four students passed out
at the 2009 dance due to alcohol
poisoning and had to be taken to
the hospital.
At last year’s ball there was
the threat of breathalyzers being
installed at the entrance: they
never materialized.
Agner said that while alcohol
has historically been a part of the
ball, there have been some problems.
“We’ve gone out of our way to
advertise that this is an alcoholfree event,” she said. “The biggest problem is that people get
carried away.”
However, Agner doesn’t feel
over-imbibing is unique to the
event, citing Griz games and the
Missoula bar scene as other local
arenas of heavy drinking.
In the event’s early years, the
primary concern wasn’t alcohol.

The Feb. 3, 1920 edition of the
Kaimin warned that “no shooting would be allowed in the auditorium” and that a policeman
would be stationed at the door to
take away all munitions.
Despite the prohibition on
munitions and beer, anticipation
for the event is running high. After the ball’s 2,500 tickets sold out
in one day, a number have reappeared for sale on Craigslist.
Of course, what goes up must
come down, down to the last
pine needle. Demolition starts
soon after the final strains of
“Goodnight, Irene,” the traditional closing song, and lasts until Sunday evening.
“It’s sad to tear it down,”
Agner said. “Looking back on
the whole thing, it took a year
of planning, months of preparation and hours and hours of man
work to put it together.”
erin.cole@umontana.edu

Corsets and work boots: Foresters’ Ball dancers keep kickin’

Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
Members of the UM Forestry Club and Foresters’ Ball volunteers dance during the annual CanCan performance in the UC Thursday afternoon.

Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Preparation for the Foresters’ Ball
starts a year before the Wild West party
town takes over the Schreiber gym for
two days in February, and part of that
groundwork is finding the perfect corset.

“Heel, toe, triple-step, shimmy!” shouts
Emily Dillon, this year’s lead Can-Can
dancer. “Alright girls, that wasn’t great,
come on, Ball is Friday, let’s do it again.”
The Can-Can girls are the hostesses
of the Forester’s Ball, The University of
Montana’s annual western themed dance
put on by UM’s Forestry program, now
celebrating it’s 94th year. The event takes
place over Friday and Saturday night, and
features live music by the Copper Mountain Band, as well as a soda saloon, chili
hall and the Passion Pit, a dimly lit location for semi-private canoodling.
Then, at 10 p.m., while the band takes
a break, the Can-Can girls take the dance
floor. They’re hard to miss among all the
flannel and Carharts, dolled up in their
bright corsets, fishnets and work boots.
The Can-Can is a dance, traditionally
performed by chorus girls, that involves
a good deal of ruffling shirts and highheeled kicks. The Forester’s Ball dancers
add their own flair.
For the past 60 years the Can-Can has
decorated the Ball, returning a little femininity to an event that celebrates a typically male-dominated profession.

The first Can-Can dancers to do the
pinwheel at the Ball in the early 50s were
from the Delta Gamma sorority.
“In 1956 there were only six of us,” said
Cleo Clizer, a Delta Gamma member and
Can-Can dancer from 1956-1958.
Clizer said they danced in slim, black
dresses with a white ruffle on the collar
and skirt’s fringe. Everyone wore a garter.
Can-Can started as a way for men and
women studying on different parts of
campus to get together, said John Fiddler,
alumnus, local firefighter and avid Ball
sponsor.
“They got the D.G. (Delta Gamma)
girls to do the Can-Can at Ball as a way to
get diverse groups dancing,” Fiddler said.
When Fiddler entered UM’s forestry
program in 1971, there were only two
women studying forestry. Today, about
20 percent of students pursuing majors in
forestry are female. Women also make up
a third of the 50 members in the Forester’s
Club, in charge of directing the Ball’s construction.
“In the past, foresters have been mostly
men,” said Zack Miller, a senior forestry
student. “Now there are women working

in the woods too.”
By the time Delta Gamma’s interest in
putting on the Can-Can dance started to
dwindle in the 70s, the girls in the Forester’s Club took up the tradition.
“This year I’m hoping to bring back
some of that femininity,” Dillon said.
“Don’t get me wrong, we love our chainsaws too, but this allows forestry girls to
be girls.”
There are some new moves in the CanCan dancers’ routine, like a split leg flip,
that Dillon said looks pretty impressive.
“I’m wondering how that one is going
to work with our skirts,” she said. “Well,
we always wear something fun underneath.”
Can-Can is fun, but it’s only a part of
what Foresters’ Ball is. Each Ball has a
theme that represents the year within
the forestry profession. The 2011 theme,
“Made in America,” shows the forestry
student’s support for the nation’s first industries, Miller said.
“The downturn in the housing market
hit the logging business pretty hard,” said
Nick Aschenwald, this year’s Chief Push,
See CAN-CAN, page 11

young, homeless,

MOM

An in-depth look at poverty and parenthood in Montana
story by Kate Whittle | photos by Sally Finneran

Editors Note: Due to privacy issues, some names in this story
have been changed.

O

N A NOVEMBER NIGHT in Missoula, four roommates sit down at the dining room table for the
Monday house meeting. They all live in a pleasant
six-bedroom and don’t pay rent. A small sign outside the
house reads: Mountain Home Montana. These roommates
have come to Mountain Home for three reasons: they were
homeless, they’re young and they are mothers.
Cassie, whose name has been changed, and Taylor have
put their toddlers to bed, and Taylor’s baby sleeps in a motorized rocking basket. Melissa, whose name has also been
changed, is stuffy with a cold and about 12 weeks pregnant.
Channa is the last to sit down. She cradles five-month-old
Evie, a wide-eyed baby with a shock of black hair.
Channa, a short, plump woman with a piercing in her
right eyebrow, is 20 years old, but has a maternal air of authority that makes her seem older. This will be Channa’s
next-to-last house meeting, because soon she’s leaving and,
hopefully, moving on to a better life.
It’s house business as usual tonight. Staff members Barb
and Afton lead the standard meeting procedure: commendations, events, airing of grievances. Afton is a short, curlyhaired, affable woman, but maintains a steely protectiveness over the Mountain Home residents.
Afton reminds everyone about the “no co-sleeping” policy. This is directed at Taylor.
“I’ve been trying, I really have,” Taylor said. Her son Michael is nearly 3 years old and her daughter Freya is a few
months old. They share their mother’s porcelain skin and
gold-red hair. Taylor sometimes falls asleep with Freya at
her breast.
“Is it a liability thing for Mountain Home?” Channa
asked Afton.
“Public health requires it, or we’d get shut down,” Afton
said.
Barb, a thin 60-something wearing a black turtleneck
sweater, is the night supervisor at the house — house mother to the mothers. “It’s okay,” she said to Taylor, “you’re a
young mom and you’re not sleeping.”
Channa brings up a concern she’s had about staff harp-

ing on Taylor for not keeping a close enough eye on Michael. Channa and Taylor have become friends in their
time at the home.
“Staff who don’t have kids don’t seem to understand,”
Channa said. “In real life, you don’t continually watch your
kids.”
“That’s true, that is different in real life,” Afton said. She
eyes the reporter in the room. “We can discuss this in private more, maybe.”
Taylor gets up and picks a sleepy Freya out of her rocking basket. Taylor’s also struggling with the rule that, until
kids are 4 years old, moms have to sit at the table with them
while they eat. “I’m losing my milk sitting in this chair,”
she said.
“Cassie had to sit with Aurora,” Afton said.
“If I was in my own house with my own family, they
could be helping me,” Taylor said. “I’m not complaining,
I’m just saying.”
When the meeting wraps up, some women linger at the
table while others go out to do their chores. Just like a real
family.
Once, Mountain Home was a home for a “normal” family. Bonnie and Leonard Hamilton married in the 1950s
and raised their children there. The prominent couple
co-owned several businesses in Missoula, including the
L.A. Hamilton Lumber Company and the Southgate Mall.
When Leonard died at 93, Bonnie was too old to live in
such a big house on her own. But before her years of living the standard American dream, Bonnie had been a teen
mom, abandoned and pregnant at 16. She gave that baby up
for adoption and a few years later would marry Leonard.
In 1999, Laura Snyder was a delivery nurse who wanted
to make a home for all the mothers she saw leave the hospital with no place to go. She found Bonnie, who remembered being a teen mom and donated the house.
Since then, more than 45 girls and women from all around
Montana have come through with their babies, their problems, and sometimes their addictions, to get the kind of help
parents are supposed to provide: lessons on finance, how to
cook, how to care for a baby, setting structure and discipline.
Montana’s population of less than a million people
ranks 18th in the United States for poverty rates. Montana’s

education laws mandate abstinence sexual education
and don’t require that students be taught about contraception. In the last few years, the state has seen a spike in
the number of unplanned pregnancies. The most recent
data from 2008 shows about 1,680 Montana teens found
themselves pregnant. Being young, poor and pregnant is
a tough combination.
Originally, Mountain Home accepted girls of 14 to
18 years, but program manager Afton Russell said they
found it was mostly older girls that needed help. The age
requirement today is 16 to 24. In America, about half of
all pregnancies are unplanned. Contrary to the image of
the high school mom, women in their 20s are actually
the most likely to unintentionally get pregnant. Cassie,
Taylor, Melissa and Channa are all 18 to 20 years old.
When a woman calls Mountain Home Montana, she’s
tapping into a network of help in Missoula that most
people can’t see — tucked away in donated homes, small
offices and storefronts all around town. Mountain Home
received 92 referrals last year for six beds. For those who
have to be turned away, they have options: Watson’s
Children’s Shelter, TANF benefits, The WIC program,
Missoula Food Bank, The Office of Public Health.
“We cater to the poor,” Cassie said after the house
meeting was over.
“People in Missoula, they just want to help,” Channa
said.
Besides official programs, many people turn to the
oldest help resource of all: family. Channa has lived at
Mountain Home for about two months, but now she’s
moving to live with Evie’s father’s parents. Rafaela and
Delfino have promised to help raise the baby.

T

HE NEXT MONDAY EVENING, Channa is out
shopping with her mother. Channa maintains an
uneasy relationship with the woman who’s been
abusive for much of Channa’s life.
At the house, it’s designated “play time.” Tonight’s assigned activity is sock puppets. Afton sets out the kit on
the table. Taylor opens the package. “What should we
make, Michael?” she asks her son. She settles on a pink
piggy and starts cutting out felt pieces. As with most
child-friendly activities, the moms end up doing most
of the work. Michael crawls around under the table after his ball. “Come help Mama,” Taylor said. A Mountain Home volunteer, Claire, holds Freya, who’s clad in a
cream floral-print onesie.
Cassie and her four-year-old Aurora sit at the end of
the table making a bumblebee puppet. Aurora is an inquisitive kid. “What’s that lady doing?” Aurora asked
about me.
“She’s going to write a story about us,” Cassie told her.
Aurora seemed satisfied with this.
Melissa, meanwhile, had been brooding on the couch,
but Taylor and Cassie asked her to join them. “You can
make a puppet for yourself,” Taylor said. Melissa sits
staring at the table. Glancing at her cell phone, she bursted, “Boys are stupid!”
She’s been arguing via text with her boyfriend Tim,
the father of her baby. “He’s been saying he thinks I’m
going to just leave Montana. Well, I can’t exactly leave,”
she said. She grabs a green sock and decides to make a
snake puppet.
“That’s what my boyfriend told me,” Taylor said. She’s
from Oregon. “He was like, ‘Well, if you don’t like Montana, just get an abortion and leave.’ He wanted me to
abort Freya.”
Taylor briefly stretches and her purple Nightmare Before Christmas hoodie rides up, revealing the red pregnancy stretch marks from Freya’s birth that have yet to

fade.
Taylor finishes the piggy puppet and starts making a
cow. Michael remains uninterested. The little felt nose and
ears keep popping off because of the cheap glue in the kit.
“What we really need is a hot glue gun,” Taylor said. This,
of course, would not fit Mountain Home’s child safety rules.
Taylor picks up Freya. The baby’s tiny face morphs from
glee to frowns to wee yawns within seconds. Freya, named
after the Norse goddess of love and beauty, had an easy
birth. Taylor was in labor with Michael for 28 hours.
Taylor goes downstairs to check on laundry, and the toddlers start to play. Aurora takes Michael’s ball away and he
starts to cry.
“That’s not nice, Aurora,” Cassie scolded. “We don’t take
other people’s things. You wouldn’t like it if Michael took
away your things.” Aurora bounces over to Michael and
gives him a hug to make everything better.

T

HE DAY I’M SCHEDULED to meet with Channa, I
have another interview for an unrelated story first.
At the University, I meet with Megan, a 25-year-old
accounting student. Like Channa, she had a baby in
September. Melissa missed about a week of classes and will
graduate and start working as a CPA next year. The difference between the two smart, capable women is that Melissa
has a home and a supportive partner.
I head over to Mountain Home. It’s the afternoon before
Channa’s flight to Arizona, and she’s only halfway done
packing. Bags and baby toys litter the floor of her room.
Evie squirms and cries in her crib. Channa picks her up and
changes her diaper.
Channa matter-of-factly said she’s had a hard life. She
grew up in Arizona with her father, an alcoholic, until she
decided to move to Montana to live with her mother and attend Hellgate High School. Channa says her mother “didn’t
teach her many things.”
Shortly after Channa’s graduation from Hellgate, her
mother was arrested for assaulting her. Channa moved
back to Arizona to live with her father. She loves her father,
but he’s also too unstable to be a good parent, she said.
Then, she met Ernesto, the future father of her baby. She
fell in love with Ernesto, and his large, welcoming family
fell in love with her.
Two-foot-deep snowdrifts line the Mountain Home
driveway while Channa gets ready to leave. The Montana
cold weather played a part in Evie’s existence on earth.
Channa moved back to Montana, where she had in-state
residency, to go to college. In 2009, Channa was a freshman
at UM, living in Jesse Hall and partying hard. She planned
— and still plans — to double major in Spanish and forensic anthropology.
In late September of that year, Missoula was hit with a
miserable cold snap — the Homecoming parade marched
through 7-degree weather. Channa had just moved to Missoula from 100-degree Arizona. Her body couldn’t handle
the stress and cold, and she developed walking pneumonia
and pleurisy. Doctors advised her to rest and get healthy, so
she decided to visit Ernesto in Arizona. “I called my boyfriend, and he booked me a flight for the next day,” she said.
That visit is how Evie came about. When Channa discovered she was pregnant, she considered abortion. But Channa
has “a thing” for numbers, and Evie was conceived around
Channa’s birthday, and due on Ernesto’s birthday. Evie’s
grandparents on both sides are staunch Catholics, which may
have been a factor. Channa decided to keep the pregnancy.
She went back to Missoula, dropped out of school and
started working at Montana Caregiver’s Network. Her boss,
Jason Christ, was supportive. “It was going to be great, Jason said I could have the baby at work even,” she said.
But Channa had to quit work when she was put on bed
rest. “I was carrying really low, and it was really painful,”
she said. She’d moved in with her mother to save money,
and said her mother was miserably unsupportive. As
Channa was nearing her due date, her mother told her to
get out. “I had a friend who told me about Mountain Home,
and my mom’s house is nearby, so I just walked over and
told them my story,” she said.
Evie was born at Community Hospital, across the street
from Mountain Home. The birth was miserable, but Evie
is now a bubbly, healthy baby. Her father, though, is not in
the picture. While Channa was pregnant, Ernesto was go-

ing through a different agonizing process in the Arizona
court system. “He fell in with some bad people and did
some bad things,” Channa said.
Evie has seen her father once, through a video link.
Ernesto is serving time in Arizona State Prison on drug
charges. His release date is November 2012.
Channa said when she held up her baby in front of the
camera, Evie smiled. Ernesto wept. Right now, Channa
considers herself single. If Ernesto gets out of prison and
shapes up, she said they can be together.
As Channa finishes changing Evie’s diaper and puts
her back in the crib, Afton comes to the door. “Katalina is
here to see you,” she said.
Channa picks up Evie and goes out to the living room
to see Katalina, a middle-aged social worker who moved
to the U.S. from Mexico City. Katalina is a friendly woman who speaks fluent English with a mild accent. She has
three kids of her own.

Katalina swaddles Evie in a pink leopard print blanket
while Channa talks about her plans for the future.
Evie will certainly be short — both her parents stand
under 5‘5 — and bilingual, since her abuelos are nonEnglish speaking immigrants from Michoacán, Mexico.
Channa worries that Evie, who already looks Hispanic,
might be targeted under Arizona’s controversial immigration laws. Channa has a friend in Arizona who was
pulled over recently, and the cop asked the woman to
show citizenship papers for her Hispanic daughter.
Channa comes from two states with legacies of poverty and unplanned pregnancy. Arizona ranks 2nd in the
U.S. for both poverty level and unplanned pregnancies
among women aged 15–19.
Many of the women who leave the house are still not
quite ready to be on their own. Mountain Home is constructing “transitional housing” behind the main house.

LEFT Taylor Wood kisses her daughter Freya after bring her and
her son Michael home from daycare.

TOP RIGHT Kelcey Mulkey plays with her daughter Taelyn at
Mountain Home Thursday afternoon. Mulkey is currently pregnant with her second child.

Continues on next page

Continues from previous page
The building will contain small five apartments, and moms will be able to live there
with less supervision.
At Mountain Home, Channa talks about
nothing but how confident she is. She and
Katalina talk about ceviche and menudo, a
tripe soup that Channa says is an acquired
taste. “I just can’t wait,” she said. “I’m so excited.”
Channa wants to raise her baby in the
state she knows best, and be close to the only
family that’s ever been good to her. She can
also return to feeling like an adult. Mountain
Home’s rules are strict: no alcohol or drugs,
no rated R movies, a sign-out sheet for every
departure from the house. Channa has a
medical marijuana card for her migraines
but couldn’t use it because Mountain Home
receives federal grants and weed is still illegal in the eyes of the federal government.
But for all the restrictions, Channa said
Mountain Home was worth it. They gave her
and her daughter a bed. They paid for her
baby supplies, her plane ticket, and helped
her FedEx her things to Arizona.
The morning of her departure, Mountain
Home staff dropped Channa and Evie off at
the airport. The weather forecast for Arizona
was for a sunny day and a high of 75 degrees.
Channa looked forward to smoking weed
and eating Rafaela’s homemade mole.
Security agents helped Channa wrest a car
seat and three heavy bags through the checkin, and then Channa and Evie boarded the

Mulkey makes a phone call trying to find a ride out of Missoula for the weekend.

Allegiant Air 12:15 Flight 151 to Phoenix.
“This is where I need to be,” she said.
Mountain Home lists a few statistics
about their results. The numbers are both
positive, but also a little sad. In 2009, they
housed 21 mothers. Twelve obtained or got

their GED. Thirteen either already had or
applied for their driver’s licenses. Twelve
fathers came to Mountain Home to visit
their children. And “all 21 young mothers
housed at Mountain Home prevented a
second pregnancy for at least one year.” Of

those 21, eight were already pregnant when
they came to the house.
Is Mountain Home successful? Afton
said it’s “hard to define success.”
“You don’t graduate from life,” she said.
“Life is still tough.”
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
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TENNIS

Tennis hits early struggles
Court Weston
Montana Kaimin

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Erik Braun returns a serve from Cody Kohlmoos at practice Thursday afternoon.

The first week of the young
tennis season has come to a
close, and the University of
Montana men and women
earned just one win in five
combined matches.
The UM men opened the
season with a decisive 6–1
victory over the Idaho State
Bengals on Jan. 28 in Pocatello, Idaho, but dropped their
match 5–2 the following day
against Utah in Salt Lake City.
Carl Kuschke had a standout performance over the first
two matches. The junior from
Johannesburg, South Africa,
won in straight sets at the
No. 1 singles position against
Idaho State. He and senior David Cysneiros were victorious
at the No. 1 doubles spot 8–2
en route to a 1–0 start to the
season.

“We had some great doubles tonight, and it was a welcome sight,” 29th-year UM
coach Kris Nord said after the
match. “After last season, it
has definitely been a priority.”
Kuschke continued his
strong play against the Utes,
finishing the week with a
4–0 individual record. He
and Cysneiros won the No.
1 doubles 8–3, and Kuschke
prevailed over Utah’s Benito
Suriano in a close 7–6, 5–7,
10–8 duel.
His performance came in a
losing effort, as the Grizzlies
fell to 1–1 on the season.
“I really need to commend
my teammates for playing
hard across the board against
a tough team,” Kuschke said.
“I am incredibly happy with
how I played this weekend,
both in singles and with Dave
See TENNIS, page 11

BASKETBALL

Loman Linford leads Griz past Wildcats
Daneil Mediate
Montana Kaimin
Jessa Loman Linford scored
a team-high 15 points, pulled
down five rebounds and had
three steals to spark the University of Montana Lady Griz
basketball team past conference
foe Weber State 67–59 Thursday
night.
“Jessa had a huge game for

us,” Montana head coach Robin
Selvig said. “She had a couple
nice feeds and scored well.”
The 6-foot-1 Loman Linford, a
senior from Seeley Lake, Mont.,
tied her career high in points en
route to Montana’s key Big Sky
Conference victory.
The Lady Grizzlies led the
Wildcats 63–48 with less than
two minutes to play in the game,

but the streaky WSU shooters
knocked down five shots in just
over a minute to pull within
six. Montana fought through
the comeback after sophomore
guard Kenzie De Boer knocked
down two foul shots and sophomore forward Katie Baker added
two more to seal the win.
The game marked Baker’s
first action since Montana’s

home loss to the Montana State
Bobcats Jan. 22. The 6-foot Idaho
native underwent an emergency
appendectomy Jan. 24 and has
been out since.
Loman Linford was one of
four Lady Griz to notch double
figures in the scoring column.
Baker added 13 points and seven
boards, freshman guard Torry
Hill had 12 points and De Boer
added 11, going 2-of-3 from the
field and 7-8 from the free throw
line, four assists and three key
steals.
“We really came together and
played as a team tonight,” Linford said. “We’re getting into a
rhythm heading into the second
part of conference play.”
Mikell Woodfield, a 6-foot-2
junior forward, led the Wildcats
with a game-high 20 points on
8-of-13 shooting, adding four
blocked shots. Guard Megan
Patterson earned the spot as
Weber State’s only other scorer
in double digits, chipping in 12
with four steals.
The Wildcats started hot, racing out to an early nine-point led,
but following two offensive runs
by the Lady Griz, Montana’s
defense dictated the rest of the
See LADY GRIZ, page 10

Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
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AJ

vs Derek Selvig

AJ Versus is back for another
semester of proof that Kaimin
writer AJ Mazzolini belongs
behind the desk and not in the
game. The first challenge of 2011:
a considerably taller Derek Selvig and the ol’ schoolyard fixture of HORSE.
For most of my life I’ve been
tall and skinny. All throughout
high school — and even once
earlier today — people meet me
and say something along the
lines of “Hey, you must play basketball, blah, blah, blah.”
Well I don’t, and haven’t really
since around puberty when other kids started getting tall and
athletic. But for you, the adoring
(right?) reader, I’ll try.
I may be tall, but the Griz-

LADY GRIZ
From page 9
matchup. Selvig’s squad forced 22
turnovers, recorded 14 steals and
held the Wildcats to 29 percent
shooting in the second half.
“We just want to keep getting
better,” Selvig said. “We’re not
dominating anybody, but we’re
getting some quality wins. We
just got to keep getting better
and we could be in the mix in the
end.”
The Lady Griz currently sit in
second place with a record of 1011 overall and 5-3 in league play,
with Montana State and Northern Colorado in a deadlock for
first with a conference mark of 7-1.
Montana will have another opportunity to vault up the conference standings when it takes to
the court against Northern Arizona Saturday at 2 p.m. at Dahlberg
Arena.
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu

zlies’ junior forward Derek Selvig is gigantic, a 7-foot monster
of a man who also is the owner
of one finely groomed beard.
Standing next to him on the
court, I can’t slouch, like I’m
prone to do, and pull myself up
to my full 6-foot-5-ish height.
“You want to take some practice shots?” Derek says from
somewhere above my head. “It
might help.”
It won’t, but sure. I hit somewhere around a third of my
shots while Derek watches, no
doubt in awe of my form.
The game begins, and neither
of us makes a basket for several
shots. I’m beginning to think
he’s trying to let me get a lead on
him. Unfortunately, I fail to take

by A.J. Mazzolini

advantage of that.
Clang. The rim rejects shot after shot.
But Derek must have somewhere to be because he kicks
it into gear. A swish from the
corner follows a free throw follows an admittedly easy 10-foot
jumper I should have made. Before I know it, I’m waist deep in
H-O-R.
The Glendive, Mont., native
starts to show off from 3-point
land — where he does remarkably well for a big man. He’s
shooting 41 percent from downtown in his Montana career. But
I get lucky and nail one from
behind the arc. Derek smiles,
a little amused and definitely
shocked. It’s OK big fella; me too.

Now I’m in a rhythm, banking in shots off the backboard.
That’s right shots, as in more
than one!
“Hmmm,” Derek mumbles.
“I’m not very good at bank
shots.” He proceeds to answer
my every basket, even burying
me a bit further.
AJ — H-O-R-S. Derek — . I’m
a bit frustrated.
“Go to half court and make a
Weber State shot,” I say, hoping
he’s not as lucky as the Wildcat
player who hit a half-court game
winner at the buzzer last week.
Turns out, he’s not, but he also
tried it one-handed and like a
bowler. All three shots he takes
from midcourt miss, but each is
terrifyingly close.
“OK, now from behind the
backboard,” Derek says, “sitting
on the bleachers.”
“Ha! Yeah, go ahead and
make that one,” I respond.
Derek takes his place, Row 5,
Seat 11. He lofts the ball from his
perch five feet behind the basket
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and 10 feet down the baseline. It
clears the backboard, banks off
the front of the rim and drops
neatly through the net.
I’m doomed.
I ascend the bleachers, hoping
for a Christian Laettner-esque
miracle shot to stay alive. My
ball leaves my hands, crests over
the backboard, keeps cresting …
and misses the hoop by almost
as many feet as Derek is tall.
H-O-R-S-E.
Whatever, this is my column;
I make the rules.
“The game’s not over until
you put some punctuation on
the end there, Derek,” I say.
The 7-footer shrugs, takes
a few leisurely steps into the
key and launching into the air,
dunks the ball quite violently.
He hangs from the poor, abused
rim for a moment before returning to earth.
Fine, you win Mr. Selvig.
For video of AJ Versus Derek
Selvig, log onto MontanaKaimin.com/multimedia.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
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FIRST FRIDAY
From page 4

FUSION
From page 4

TENNIS
From page 9

and eyes during concerts and
being on stage with bands because it’s more interactive.
“I start out knowing that I
want to express something, but
I won’t know what it is until
it’s done,” Shua said. “People
like to watch it develop and the
LED changes the color and allows the audience to see something totally different.”
“Light really is a medium,”
Dornfeld said. “The viewer gets
to create as well, and since flow
is on the same wavelengths as
praying and meditating, it can
be such a healing tool and it
will help the viewer relax.”
Dornfeld said sharing creation through flow art has been
a rewarding and inspirational
teaching opportunity.
“We are trying to represent
flow in the best way possible,”
Dornfeld said.
The exhibit at Zoo Mountain
starts at 5 p.m. and is open until 9 p.m. Along with the paintings there will be fire poi, hulahoop dancers and music.

University Theater],” Dwyer
said. “The University ensembles
should have more leeway and
time to do so.”
According to Tom Webster,
the director of the University
Theater, a university-sponsored
event can run over $1,000. While
renting the space for rehearsal is
virtually free for the music department, the amount of time can
be limited due to other events using the space.
“If we’re available, they can
come in and rehearse,” Webster
said.
Technicalities of rehearsal
time aside, the Fusion Concert
is so popular that it generates
enough revenue from admission
to not only cover the costs of using the Theater, but to also serve
as a fundraiser for the music department.
“This is the one event where
we have enough of an audience
to override those costs,” Ramey
said.
The Fusion concert will begin
at 7:30 tonight in the University
Theatre. Tickets are $5 for students and seniors and $10 for
general admission.

[Cysneiros]. My opponent tonight was a tough player and
the match a real challenge.”
The men will host the Idaho
Vandals on Feb. 12 and Montana State on Feb. 13.
The women dropped all
three of their opening matches
in Oregon.
They were shut out 7–0
against Pac-10 power Oregon on
Jan. 28, and fell to Iowa State 6–1
the following day in Eugene.
Sophomore Heather Davidson, who earned the only
point for the Griz at the No. 3
singles spot against Iowa State,
won her second consecutive
victory in Montana’s 5–2 loss
to the University of Portland
on Jan. 30.
“After a three-match weekend, the team was playing better as a whole,” UM coach Steve
Ascher said. “Our big surprise
is that we are not doing better
in doubles. It seems that a win
in doubles makes the difference
in momentum, and for players
of this caliber, that is the difference of winning a match like
this.”
“We will definitely focus our
doubles effort in the short week
we have before heading to Bozeman.”
The women travel to Bozeman for three more matches
this weekend. The Grizzlies
face Gonzaga Friday, Air Force
Saturday and Montana State
Sunday.

emerald.gilleran@umontana.edu

CAN-CAN
From page 5
or head Ball coordinator. “We
want to show that we can still pull
resources from our own country.”
It takes hundreds of people –
from UM student clubs, Montana
businesses, alumni and professors
– to put the Ball together.
“Ball takes a year to plan, a
week to build, two days to party
and 24 hours to tear down.” Aschenwald said. “We’ve got lots of
good people in good places.”
This includes the Can-Can
girls. And after months of doing
the line dances and Can-Can kick,
they’re ready to perform.
When asked why people
should be excited for their dance,
Dillon retorted:
“Heck, we’re wearing corsets,
we’re hot.”
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu

emily.downing@umontana.edu

Follow the Montana
Kaimin on Twitter
twitter.com/
KaiminNews

mark.weston@umontana.edu

PARTING SHOT

Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Mountain Home is fairly quiet until about 4 p.m. when the moms come home from their day’s activities with their kids. Then there are children everywhere looking for their pacifiers or playing with toys.

HIGHER ONE
From page 3
Computer science major Peter Wolf
said the idea of home-based agents
does not put him at ease. Wolf attended the open forum Wednesday afternoon in an attempt to find an answer

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
LOST & FOUND
Lost on campus, January 24-28: Iomega
Portable Hard Drive Call 542-6399 or 2147484 if found
BAHA’I FAITH
“Bahá’u’lláh rose like a shining star from
the horizon of Persia, inspired with the
message of Peace and of Brotherhood
among men.” - ‘Abdu’l-BaháFor
information call 829-9538 Online: bahai.
org or bahai.us
COMPUTERS
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2010. Student discounts! 136 E
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins 2516611
FOR SALE
Scales, Scales, Scales; low prices! The
Joint Effort. Holiday Village Shopping
Center. 1918 Brooks Street

montanakaimin

Office Staff

to his questions.
Wolf left the forum unsatisfied and
said he wonders why UM administration hasn’t taken the time to address the
concerns of the student body. He said
he doesn’t see a need for the Higher One
card at all.
Human resources uses direct deposit

for campus employees, and Wolf said
this seems like a logical way to distribute financial aid refunds as well. He
said he’d like to know why the University chose Higher One instead of keeping it an in-house operation. He said the
University needlessly involved another
company to remove itself from the pro-

kiosk

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Nic Headlee
Ashley Oppel

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day

alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

site content management system. To apply,
email cover letter, resume, and 3 writing
samples to jobs@rmef.org.”
“PART-TIME SALES Have you seen
the cool handles on board the Grizzly
shuttle buses? High Five Advertising is
looking for students to sell advertising to
local businesses. This is a great way for
advertisers to get their messages in front of
the students. Please send your resume to
Gregg Brogden
gregg@h5advertising.com”
PERSONALS
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL
2011 “I had cancer that affected my lungs
at age 11. I am very sensitive to secondhand smoke.” UM Student
Apply for ASUM Senate. One Senate seat
open. Applications available at www.umt.
edu/asum and due by Feb. 8, 2012
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT! Beginning
Feb. 10th, 5:30-7 PM $25 for 8 weeks including nutritional snacks! This program
is tailored to help you develop healthy

habits for life long weight management.
We’ll discuss nutrition, how to exercise
effectively, emotional eating and maintaining motivation. Open to faculty, staff and
students. To register call 243-2833.
SERVICES
Basic Wildfire training April 16-17 and
April 30th-May1st. For more info call
543-0013.
Licensed day care close to downtown,
ages 0-4. Call 728-5910
v MISCELLANEOUS
“MontPIRG Fee Refund Your $5 MontPIRG fee is refundable. If you would like
your $5 refund you may either: Go online
to www.montpirgstudents.org/refunds
and fill out the refund form, Come to the
MontPIRG refund table in the UC (10AM
to 5PM through Feb 11th), Call our office
at (406) 243-2908
or Come to our office in Corbin Hall #348.
Follow our student advocates in Helena
online at facebook.com/MontPIRG”

Have a 3.5 GPA or higher? Want international recognition and networking? Join
Golden Key today @ www.goldenkey.org.
Missoula’s newest Rock bar, the DARK
HORSE has live music this weekend by
America’s Liquor Down Band. 1805
Regent, on the dark side of the Sunrise
Saloon. 728-1559 No cover charge and
great drink specials.
Join us for live country music this
weekend by Northern Lights on Friday
and the Roadhouse Band on Saturday. No
cover charge. Dance on Missoula’s biggest dance floor and enjoy great specials.
Sunday come down for the SUPERBOWL
party. The Sunrise Saloon, 1805 Regent,
728-1559.
www.406i.tel from your smart phone

Tes Schaefer

OFFICE ASSISTANTS

Deb Tanner

Ian Fletcher
Pam Jarnagin
Walter M. Kelly III

OFFICE MANAGER

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

New Posters, Black Light, More! The Joint
Effort 1918 Brooks Street.
New Hookahs; lots of Shisha, two sizes
of charcoal. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks
Street. Holiday Village Shopping Center.
Sale-Sale-Sale 20%-50% Off over 1,000
styles of Discontinued Boots, Shoes, Clogs
& Sandals. Dansko, Keen, Merrell, UGG
and More! HIDEANDSOLE.COM
HELP WANTED
WANTED- Local artists for upcoming 1st
Friday Gallery Walks at great downtown
location. Contact info@ccmissoula.com
“Spring & Summer Writing Internships!
Interested in wildlife conservation and
outdoor adventure? Want to write for
a 150,000+ circulation magazine and a
website receiving 100,000 hits per month?
Bugle magazine at RMEF is your ticket.
We offer two unpaid internships each
semester that give you the chance to boost
both your skills and resume while writing
for print, broadcast and the internet. You
will also gain exp. using an advanced web-

cess altogether and left students to fend
for themselves.
“It seems like the University said it’s
no longer our responsibility; it’s your
responsibility,” Wolf said. “I think the
administration needs to be held accountable.”
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SONG OF THE DAY
Parliament- Up For The Down Stroke
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